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Executive summary

At the time of the project
implementation, the grant recipients
resided in six cities of Ukraine:

Kyiv (7);
Dnipro (3);
Ivano-Frankivsk (2);
Ostroh (1);
Lviv (1).

The grant recipients work in the following fields:
Culture and media;
Clothing manufacturing;
Project management;
Consulting;
Decor manufacturing;
Medicine;
Grant management;
Service business.

SOCIAL-DEMOGRAPHIC COMPOSITION OF PROJECT PARTICIPANTS

A total of 180 travel grants applications were processed;
14 travel grants were awarded;
14 Ukrainian women attended 12 international events in 2024.

OUTPUTS 

992.8% of grant recipients state that attending the event covered by the grant was beneficial
for the organizations/businesses they represent, and they can provide examples of its
positive impact on their development.

Key benefits of attending events for grant recipients' organizations and businesses:
New connections for future cooperation (6);
Exchange of experience with international colleagues (5);
Implementation of new approaches that improved work efficiency/service quality (3);
Strengthening of organization's/business image on the international stage (2);
New orders/clients (2).
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF GRANT RECIPIENTS

100% of grant recipients report that attending the event covered by the grant was
beneficial for their professional development, and they can provide examples of the
positive impact of the project on their career growth.

DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIZATIONS AND
BUSINESSES REPRESENTED BY GRANT RECIPIENTS

The project goals have been achieved: Ukrainian women working for the benefit of the society
through nonprofit/charitable organizations or their own businesses received funding to attend
international events. These events provided them with an opportunity to enhance their
qualifications, explore new technologies and approaches in their fields, gain new clients and
connections for future collaboration, and exchange experiences with international colleagues.



About the fund
The Women's Opportunity Fund was established
in the spring of 2022 in Kryvyi Rih. For over two
years the organization has been supporting
communities, families, and women embarking on
new chapters in their lives. The Women's
Opportunity Fund strives to become a pillar of
support for women on their journey to economic
independence and professional growth.

About the "Travel Grants" Project
Project Goal: To support women who work for the benefit of the society through
nonprofit/charitable organizations or their own businesses by providing opportunities
to participate in international events, exchange experiences, enhance qualifications,
and develop their projects.

Project Impact: Strengthening women’s and feminist NGOs and businesses led by
women.

Expected Outcomes:
Participation in the event enhanced grantees' professional skills;1.
Participation in the events contributed to the development of the organizations or
businesses where the grant recipients work.

2.

Outputs:
More than 100 applications for participation in the project will be processed.
14 women will receive travel grants from the Women's Opportunity Fund.
Grant recipients will attend more than 10 events.

Target Group:
Representatives/activists of women’s nonprofit/charitable organizations from all
regions of Ukraine, which, according to their statutes, focus on the protection of
women's rights and/or promotion of gender equality.
Individual entrepreneurs from all regions of Ukraine.

Mission
We work to develop Ukrainian
society and promote inclusive
and sustainable economic
growth in the country through
women's empowerment.

Vision
А safe, sustainable society
with equal rights and
opportunities.
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Evaluation purpose
and methodology

To assess the extent to which the project has achieved its goal and planned outcomes,
analyze the impact of the project on professional development of participants and the
growth of their organizations/businesses.

To what extent has the project succeeded in achieving its goal, planned outcomes, and
delivering the expected outputs?
How has participation in the event impacted professional development of the grant
recipients? 
To what extent grant recipients are satisfied with the "Travel Grants" project and its
results?

Purpose of the Evaluation

Methodology
Document review.
Survey. The survey was conducted in January 2025. The questionnaire provided by
the fund was completed by 14 grant recipients who received travel grants
throughout 2024.
Review of photo reports.

Key Effectiveness Evaluation Questions:
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Findings
Social and demographic
characteristics of project participants

At the time of project implementation, the
grant recipients resided in six cities in Ukraine:
Kyiv (7);
Dnipro (3);
Ivano-Frankivsk (2);
Ostroh (1);
Lviv (1).

Employment Areas
13 out of 14 project participants are registered as private entrepreneurs. 
The grant recipients work in the following fields:

Culture and media;
Clothing manufacturing; 
Project management;
Consulting;
Decor manufacturing;
Medicine;
Grant management;
Service industry.

Cities of Residence
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The project participants who received travel grants during 2024 represent the following businesses
and organizations:

 Non-governmental Organizations::1.
NGO “Babel”;
NGO “Association of Midwives of Ukraine”;
Charitable Foundation “Inspiration Family”.

    2. Businesses: 
Decor manufacturing business WOOD MOOD;
Marketing agency ARGUNOVA;
Children's film school Contrabas Movie School at Contrabas Video Production;
Ophthalmology clinic “Pavliv Clinic”;
Clothing brand PUSH.

Other participants are private entrepreneurs.



Findings
Attended Events
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Countries where participants attended events through
support of the Women's Opportunity Fund.

As part of the “Travel Grants” project grantees attended the following events:

1.International fair “Pitti Immagine Filati” (Florence, Italy)
Purpose of the trip: To explore leading knitwear suppliers for potential partnerships.

2.International conference “Unlock: Resilience in Wartime” (Prague, Czech Republic)
Purpose of the trip: To deepen knowledge in technology and creativity as tools for combating gender
inequality and discrimination against women, develop new ideas and strategies for advocating women's
and girls' rights, and promoting gender equality in Ukraine, particularly in media and expert fields.
Additionally, to expand professional networks in media and advocacy.

As part of the travel grant application process, each participant was required to clearly define the
purpose of their trip and outline their expectations for attending the event. Grant recipients were
selected based on their demonstrated motivation and a well-defined vision of how their participation
would strengthen their skills, expand their professional network, or contribute to the growth of their
organization or business.

3.International Internship within the Postgraduate Program "Management of European Projects in the
EU Financial Perspective 2021-2027" (Kraków, Poland)
Purpose of the trip: To engage in networking activities aimed at acquiring knowledge, establishing
professional connections, and exploring opportunities for new projects

4.The English-Mediated Instruction Summer School (Brno, Czech Republic)
Purpose of the trip: To improve methodological skills in developing standardized project management
courses according to European requirements, delivering them to interested audiences, expanding
professional networks, and exchanging experiences

5.Shoppe Object Exhibition (New York, USA)
Purpose of the trip: To oversee organization of the exhibition and actively manage the brand’s booth,
while fostering strategic connections to ensure the project sustainability and create future opportunities
for the Alliance.



9.European Regional Conference “ICM Midwives360: Associations for a Changing World” (Berlin,
Germany)
Purpose of the trip (Participant 1): To enhance professional competencies, expand knowledge, establish
new professional connections, and strengthen international cooperation, which could serve as a
foundation for attracting foreign investments and supporting initiatives in sexual and reproductive health.
Purpose of the trip (Participant 2): To raise international awareness of the obstetric situation in Ukraine,
learn from foreign experiences in implementing a three-tier maternity care model, engage donors and
sponsors, and build international partnerships to improve training and knowledge exchange between
Ukrainian and European midwives.
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6.Conference “Middle East Ophthalmology Meeting” (Dubai, United Arab Emirates)
Purpose of the trip: To deliver a clinical case study on an eye injury resulting from a landmine explosion
sustained by a civilian in Ukraine due to the actions of Russia. The presentation sought to demonstrate
the advanced microsurgical expertise of Ukrainian ophthalmic surgeons and to draw international
attention to the severe humanitarian impact of the war.

10.European Genre Forum “Tallinn Lab, Industry@Tallinn & Baltic Event Section” (Tallinn, Estonia)
Purpose of the trip: To advance the feature film debut project “Spadok” (Heritage) to the next stage of
script development and prepare for its introduction to the industry.

7.International Forum “Young Horizons Industry 2024” (Warsaw, Poland)
Purpose of the trip: To represent Ukraine on the international professional stage, find potential partners,
and engage in negotiations with investors.

8.International Technology Conference “Web Summit 2024” (Lisbon, Portugal)
Purpose of the trip (Participant 1): To expand professional networks, exchange experiences with
colleagues from countries where Russian propaganda is particularly active, collaborate on countering
disinformation, and advocate for justice for Ukraine.
Purpose of the trip (Participant 2): To explore new markets and attract potential clients.

11.Skin Resurfacing & Rejuvenation Workshop for Experienced SP Dynamis Users (Trieste, Italy)
Purpose of the trip: To participate in a masterclass led by a world-class trainer on advanced laser
system techniques, enhancing professional qualifications.

12.European Cancer Summit 2024 (Brussels, Belgium)
Purpose of the trip: To strengthen the organization's position as a leader in supporting cancer patients,
raise awareness of oncology-related challenges in Ukraine, exchange experiences, and expand
professional networks.

Findings
Attended Events



Outcome 1: Participation in the event enhanced
grantees' professional skills

100% of participants reported that attending the event
covered by the grant was beneficial for their professional
development. They were able to provide concrete examples of
the positive impact on their career growth. For example:

Project Outcomes

“First and foremost, I improved my intercultural communication skills and enhanced
my competencies in English-language instruction of professional disciplines, courses,
and training programs. Following the trip, I prepared several additional project
proposals for my professional development and the growth of my organization.
Additionally, we developed a new project management course at the request of
American partners, and I participated as one of the key speakers in the 4th
Conference ‘Access to Capital and Financial Resources for Success in the Digital
Economy’ as part of the Ukraine Business Facilitation Conferences series.”

“Most importantly, I presented my new feature film project, Heritage, to an
international audience and established myself as an ambitious young producer
actively engaging in major film industry events. This helped attract significant
attention from international colleagues to my project, allowed me to meet new
potential partners, and expanded my professional network.

As the sole representative from Ukraine, I not only introduced a Ukrainian project
on the global stage but also contributed to increasing the visibility of women in
film production.”

– Participant of Tallinn Lab European Genre Forum.

– Participant of the English Mediated Instruction Summer School.

“This experience gave me a clear understanding of the needs and demands of the
U.S. market in my category and helped develop my negotiation skills.”

– Participant of the Shoppe Object Exhibition.
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92.8% of participants reported that attending the event covered by the grant was beneficial to
the organizations or businesses they represent. They were able to provide concrete examples of
the positive impact on their organization's or business’s development.

“We secured our first B2B orders in the U.S. market and established
connections for future collaboration.”

Outcome 2: Participation in events contributed to the development of
grantees' organizations or businesses
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– Participant of the Shoppe Object Exhibition.

“This summit was a reminder of how crucial it is to keep the Ukrainian context in the
international spotlight. Combating disinformation, addressing gender issues, and
building new partnerships are key tasks that we will continue working on after this
trip. We have already begun implementing new approaches at Babel to optimize
journalists' workflows, freeing them from routine tasks and redirecting resources
toward producing high-quality content—especially stories focusing on women
affected by the war.”

– Participant of the Annual International Conference "Unlock: Resilience in Wartime".

Key benefits of event participation for grantees' organizations and businesses:
Established connections for future collaboration (6);
Exchanged experiences with international colleagues (5);
Implemented new approaches to improve efficiency or service quality (3);
Strengthened international reputation of their organization/business (2);
Gained new orders or clients (2).

The participation of Ukrainian entrepreneurs and representatives of civil society
organizations in international events has contributed to enhancing Ukraine’s global
reputation and advancing the social causes these organizations and businesses are
dedicated to. Main benefits highlighted by grantees:

Strengthening the image of Ukraine on international political, scientific, and economic
platforms (10);
Advancing medicine, innovative approaches, and technologies in Ukraine (6);
Supporting the feminist movement and promoting gender equality in Ukraine (4);
Advocating for and protecting human rights in Ukraine (3).



The Fund conducted an internal effectiveness evaluation of the "Travel Grants" project for 2024. The
evaluation was aimed to determine the extent to which the project achieved its outputs and intended
outcomes, as well as to analyze its impact on professional development of participants and the growth
of their organizations or businesses. Information for the evaluation was taken from the participants'
responses to the "Grantee Survey: Travel Grants 2024" questionnaire. Additionally, project
documentation and photo reports were reviewed and analyzed.

Conclusions

To achieve the project's intended outcomes, the following outputs were produced:
A total of 180 travel grants applications were processed;
14 travel grants were awarded;
14 Ukrainian women attended 12 international events in 2024.

According to the evaluation results, both of the project’s outcomes were successfully achieved:
Participation in the events enhanced grantees' professional skills;
Participation in events contributed to the growth of organizations and businesses represented by the
grantees.

The main goal of the project was achieved: Ukrainian women, including representatives of NGOs and
entrepreneurs, received financial support from the Women’s Opportunity Fund to participate in
international events. This enabled them to enhance their professional qualifications, gain exposure to
new technologies and approaches in their respective fields, establish connections with potential clients,
form partnerships for future collaboration, exchange experiences with international colleagues. The
"Travel Grants" project has had a multi-level impact:

On an individual level: Participants experienced professional growth, acquired new knowledge and
skills, and expanded their networks.

On their organizations and businesses: New clients were secured, future collaborations were initiated,
and innovative approaches and technologies were implemented.

On Ukrainian society: The project contributed to strengthening Ukraine’s international image, raising
global awareness about the war in Ukraine, promoting Ukrainian products, and fostering the
development of medicine and technology in Ukraine.

100% of grantees agreed that the application and grant allocation process was transparent and well-
organized. Overall, all participants expressed satisfaction with the project’s results and reported
positive changes in their professional activities, skills, knowledge, and the operations of their businesses
or organizations.
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